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Fire and Rescue Department (FRD) staff continues to carefully monitor the state of Ebola Virus 

Disease (EVD) preparedness and the recommendations for healthcare operations from the Centers for 

Disease Control (CDC).  This is the third Health and Safety Bulletin to provide personnel with the 

most current guidance and best practices.  This expands upon information provided via: 

 Informational Bulletin 2014-138 Ebola Virus Disease Update, October 10, 2014 

 Health and Safety Bulletin 2014-006 Ebola Virus Disease Best Practices, October 10, 2014 

 Health and Safety Bulletin 2014-007 Updated Ebola Virus Disease Operations, October 17, 2014 

Patient Identification: 

The FRD continues to utilize the CDC Ebola “case definition” criteria, which includes: 

 A patient with fever of 100.4°F or higher. 

 A travel history (or contact with someone that has traveled and is ill) within three weeks from  

 an affected West African country (Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone). 

 Possible additional symptoms: headache, weakness, muscle pain, vomiting, diarrhea,  

 abdominal pain, or unexplained hemorrhage. 

The following updated recommendations and action plans are in place: 

Call Taking:   

The Department of Public Safety Communications (DPSC) revised the Ebola screening process on 

October 28, 2014, to more specifically ask about travel to the three affected countries, which remain 

Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone.  Previous protocol was to ask about travel to Africa in general.  

Remember that a potential EVD patient may be identified either by DPSC or on scene personnel 

during initial visual and verbal assessment.  A reference map is attached to this bulletin. 

Dispatch: 

The FRD has expanded the resources dispatched to a potential EVD incident to include standard EMS 

response (engine and medic) plus an EMS supervisor, safety officer,  HM440 or closest satellite  

rescue squad and a contamination control transport unit (A437E or A438E, refer to CCU Information 

Bulletin).  

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) Guidance:   

The FRD has expanded availability of “full coverage” PPE, the level-C splash suit, to all front line 

units.  This ensures that full coverage PPE is available as an early resource.  The Safety and 

Personnel Services Division recommends use of the level-C ensemble on any potential EVD case 

definition patient who presents a provider contamination risk.   

 

https://firenet/ffire/docs/ibs/pdf/2014-138.pdf
https://firenet/ffire/docs/sbs/pdf/2014-006.SB.pdf
https://firenet/ffire/docs/sbs/pdf/2014-007.sb.pdf
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Donning the level-C gear takes 10-15 minutes and having it forward deployed enables personnel to 

initiate the process even if personnel have not yet arrived.  The  satellite rescue or HM440 will 

provide technical expertise and check the PPE, as well as provide the t-bar connector or cartridge for 

full face respiratory protection via the SCBA face piece. 

Training:   

A video link to level-C donning/doffing procedures has been developed by the Special Operations 

Division. It can be accessed on the FRD intranet main page, under “special topics” tab on the left side 

of the page, or by activating the embedded hyperlink http://youtu.be/hk8x70KyRzw.  Additional 

training on the enhanced PPE including the level-C ensemble and the recommended donning/doffing 

procedures will be conducted the upcoming  First Responder Operations refresher training sessions.   

The FRD continues to evaluate all PPE options to ensure the most appropriate and functional 

equipment for our personnel.  Nationwide demand has created shortages and difficulty procuring 

these items.  Consideration for more specific PPE and expanded deployment to additional units 

including the ready reserve will be made in the future. 

 

Attached:  Map of Ebola Affected Countries 

  

http://youtu.be/hk8x70KyRzw
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Reference Map of Africa with List of Countries 

As of October 31, 2014 only GUINEA, LIBERIA & SIERRA LEONE are Ebola affected 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1. Algeria 

2. Angola 

3. Benin 

4. Botswana 

5. Burkina 

6. Burundi 

7. Cameroon 

8. Cape Verde 

9. Central African Republic 

10. Chad 

11. Comoros 

12. Congo 

13. Congo, Dem Republic of 

14. Djibouti 

15. Egypt 

16. Equatorial Guinea 

17. Eritrea  

18. Ethiopia 

19. Gabon 

20. Gambia 

21. Ghana 

22. GUINEA 

23. Guinea-Bissau 

24. Ivory Coast 

25. Kenya 

26. Lesotho 

27. LIBERIA 

28. Libya 

29. Madagascar 

30. Malawi 

31. Mali 

32. Mauritania 

33. Mauritius 

34. Morocco 

35. Mozambique 

36. Namibia 

37. Niger 

38. Nigeria 

39. Rwanda 

40. Sao Tome and Principe 

41. Senegal 

42. Seychelles 

43. SIERRA LEONE 

44. Somalia 

45. South Africa 

46. South Sudan 

47. Sudan 

48. Swaziland 

49. Tanzania 

50. Togo 

51. Tunisia 

52. Uganda 

53. Zambia 

54. Zimbabwe 

http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/dz.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/ao.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/bj.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/bw.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/bf.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/bi.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/cm.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/cv.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/cf.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/td.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/km.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/cg.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/cd.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/dj.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/eg.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/gq.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/er.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/et.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/ga.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/gm.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/gh.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/gn.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/gw.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/ci.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/ke.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/ls.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/lr.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/ly.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/mg.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/mw.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/ml.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/mr.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/mu.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/ma.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/mz.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/na.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/ne.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/ng.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/rw.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/st.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/sn.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/sc.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/sl.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/so.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/za.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/ss.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/sd.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/sz.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/tz.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/tg.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/tn.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/ug.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/zm.htm

